Recommendations of National Consultation on Gender Perspective in Agriculture held on 8-9 August 2011

A National Consultation on Gender Perspectives in Agriculture was organized in A. P. Sindhe Symposium Hall at NASC Complex, New Delhi on 8-9 August 2011 to:
· Understand stakeholders’ perspective on importance of gender research for agriculture and economic development,

· Prioritize gender issues for future research

· Invite inputs for strengthening institutional capacity in delivering gender based solutions

· Develop a road map of Home Science as a subject and a career in the changing scenario.

At the end of the two-day discussion and deliberation, the following recommendations emerged.

1. The consultation   recognized the increasing importance of women in agriculture (including livestock and fisheries) and developed a consensus on the need for addressing gender issues by engendering agricultural research to foster accelerated, broad based and inclusive agricultural growth and development through equal partnership between men and women. 

2. A large part of our National Agricultural R&D system is not yet gender sensitized.   Concerted efforts are therefore urgently required to make the R&D professionals gender sensitive and oriented to create an enabling environment for better appreciation and understanding the gender issues and developing gender encompassing R & D strategies, approaches and institutional convergence to attain sectoral, human development and other economic goals. 

3. Recent years have witnessed some paradigm shifts in approach of governance that has increasingly recognized the rights of poor people, particularly women and tried to confer entitlements through responsive delivery mechanism, creating opportunities of income, livelihood, skill development and education for better standard of living. Continuous research is needed to assess the gender based outcomes of changes in governance and contribute to more informed decision making. This calls for a strong linkage between agricultural research & development institutions for strengthening gender perspective in research and development programmes. 

4. Forces of liberalization and globalization together with the climate changes are poised to greatly influence the technological and socio-economic landscape of agriculture. The process might make the faming community and the farmwomen more vulnerable. There will be greater demand for mainstreaming environmental concerns in development agenda, climate smart agriculture and measures to mitigate adverse impact on agriculture and the people involved. It is important to add gender perspective in all these programmes. 

5. A growing concern today is how to retain the critical level of human resource in agriculture to sustain growth momentum in the face of increasing migration of workers from rural areas, more importantly from agriculture to non-agriculture.  One of the components of a viable strategy could be harnessing the untapped potential of women by giving prominence to women and their needs. Already there is a host of sector-targeted policies for crop production, horticulture, animal husbandry, fisheries etc to make agriculture more robust and sustainable. At the same time, there are also a number of women-specific schemes for agriculture and rural development. All these underlines the need for more focus on gender related policy research in agriculture to create favourable impact and more productive space for women in agriculture.

6. Food and nutritional insecurity continues to be a serious concern for us as millions of people, particularly women and children are reported malnourished despite all our efforts through past years. It affects the physical and mental development of children who should be an important human resource for the country. It also has an adverse bearing on the working capacity and productivity of women who are so critical for agriculture and the economy. Therefore research should aim at finding sustainable solutions to food and nutritional insecurity from agriculture. In this context more focus may be given on developing S & T based models at household and community level involving and empowering women, with emphasis on fragile and disadvantaged areas.

7. Very often women workers find it hard to manage their role and responsibilities between farm and family because of prevailing gender division of labour. In this context, research must focus on developing agriculture based models and institutions at village level to harness the opportunities both in primary and secondary agriculture for meeting multiple needs of women and their family on one hand, and creating a flexible work environment on the other. The possibility of redefining and restructuring gender roles in changing scenario may be explored and demonstrated.

8.  The interplay of agro-ecosystem and socio-cultural-economic characteristics largely determine the broad domains of involvement of women, which is of course influenced by technology and policy mediations.  For a holistic understanding of gender perspectives in varied situations and effective targeting technologies and policies in the context of agricultural development, there is a need to map the status of women in terms of role & participation, practices, access to technologies and resources, constraints, opportunities and other parameters vis-à-vis state of agriculture. Such a wealth of information would be useful for incorporating gender related inputs for R & D planning by scientists. 

9. ICAR should have a clear-cut policy for engendering agricultural research. At present it is not mandatory for scientists to explicitly mention the gender-based outcomes or utilities of their research in the proposal, while at international level e.g. with CGIAR Centres, there is already a strong gender component included in the research programmes. Hence, it is important to include women perspective as an in-built component in research projects and identify certain gender-based monitoring and evaluation indicators to assess the output and outcomes. As a matter of policy, this can begin with addition of a separate module on gender for ARS trainees during the foundation courses. Thus, adding gender perspective during the research process would enhance applicability of knowledge, methodologies and technologies in terms of their adoptability and acceptability by and for women 

10. Successful integration of gender component in agricultural R & D requires a sound research structure/framework, strong partnerships, capacity building and advocacy. In order to demonstrate the output and utilities of gender research, strong partnerships with ICAR institutions, KVKs, SAUs, and NGOs should be worked out on certain key programmes. At the same time strong capacity development programme for NARS may be thought out to create a cadre of professionals who can support the mission. 

11. Gender Assessment and Monitoring (GAM) Cells with necessary infrastructure may be created under SAUs , KVKs and ICAR institutions as a back up to  support gender related activities. 

12. As the need for gender-related information for research planning, programme development and policy making increases, a small institution like DRWA with meager scientific and technical staff strength may be not be adequate to meet the demands of various stakeholders. It is therefore urgently required to upgrade DRWA to National Institute status with additional manpower and financial & functional autonomy so as to make it a world class institution and Centre of Excellence in gender research. 

13. Even today Home science as a multidisciplinary subject is having great social relevance and developmental orientation. But declining enrollment, less flexibility at entry level and limited scope for higher studies are some of the concerns. How to make Home Science education more professional and job oriented need greater attention. There is a need to revisit the overall course curriculum and restructure the same with either addition or deletion of subjects keeping in view the demands of the market. Soft skill development, personality development and improvement in the managerial ability of students are required to enhance potential of students and make them more competitive.

14. Considering the heightened concern for health and nutrition related issues and their consequences for national development, it is paramount to improve effectiveness of health and nutrition related programmes such as welfare, ICDS, NRHM etc and home science has ample relevance and scope. As a matter of policy, state and central governments should create special provisions earmarking some positions at district and block levels for home science students who can better fit into those positions that are otherwise occupied by other students. As a pre-requisite, there should be uniformity in courses and course contents of home science subject across SAUs.

15. Agricultural development cannot be separated from home development. The benefits of higher agricultural development must percolate down to household level and reflect in commensurate improvement in welfare of its members. Therefore there is a need to factor home science into the macro-level programmes such as RKVY, NHM and NFSM. These schemes should make provisions to employ home science students in suitable capacities so that sustainability of farm-home continuum is achieved. 

